December 24, 2007 7:30 & 11:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve Candlelighting Service

THE PRELUDE
GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

(Welcome! Please sign your name and address in the Friendship Register.)

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE: 7:30 Ben Franklin with Lena & Amanda
11:00 Chuck, Wynne, Mary Paige, & Addie Rodgers

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  “Light of Peace” Raney
Light of peace, calm our despair. Light of hope, lift us up when we fall. Light of joy,
brighten our days; Light of love, teach us your ways.

THE CALL TO WORSHIP: (from Isaiah 9:2,6-7)
The people who walk in darkness have seen a great Light.
Those who lived in a land of deep darkness, on them light has shined.
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;
Authority rests upon his shoulders;
And he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually.
He will establish the throne of David forevermore.
He will uphold it with justice and with righteousness from generation to generation.
The Lord himself has chosen the sign: a child has been born to Mary.
She has called his name Emmanuel.
God is with us. O come let us adore him.
Glory to God, all glory in the highest!

*HYMN 41 “O Come All Ye Faithful” Wade

*OUR PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Almighty and awesome God, we confess that we are afraid to feel the wonder of this
night, afraid to believe the good news that Emmanuel has truly come to us. We cannot
imagine why you would be willing to actually live here, among us—a people divided
against ourselves, clinging stubbornly to the values of a broken world. We don’t want to
bow down to any power, let alone before the innocence of a child in a manger. We
hesitate to embrace the joy, lest it turn to disappointment in the hard realities of this
world. Forgive us Lord God. Have mercy upon us, and awaken the child within us we
pray. Fill us with hope that we, too, can find new life in this Christ child and live in the
light of your love and mercy.

*GLORIA #23 Refrain Gloria, in excelsis Deo, Gloria, in excelsis Deo French carol

*PASSING THE PEACE
The Peace of Christ be with you! And also with you.



*CAROL 23 (vs 3) “Angels We Have Heard on High” arr. Barnes

FIRST READING Luke 2:1-14 Pew Bible Pg. 58

CAROL 44 “O Little Town of Bethlehem” Redner

SECOND READING Luke 2:15-20 Pew Bible Pg. 58

ANTHEM “Bring A Torch, Jeannette, Isabella” Mark Hayes
Renate Neely, Soprano Solo

MEDITATION “Preposterous ”’ Rev. Diane Hutchins

ANTHEM “Midnight Noel” Mark Hayes
Bill Wingardner, Baritone Solo

OFFERING

OFFERTORY

*RESPONSE: All creation join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son.
Evermore your voices raising, to the eternal Three in One:
As we bring our gifts and treasures, love’s redeeming work is done.

COMMUNION (Communion tonight will be served by Intinction. Please follow the ushers directions,
coming to the table down the west aisle and returning to your seats up the east aisle. Break a
piece from the loaf and then dip it into the common cup.)

Invitation
Prayer of Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you And also with you
Lift up your hearts We lift them up to the Lord

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
It is right to give God our thanks and praise. ...
Therefore we join our voices with the faithful of every time and
place who sing:
Gloria in Excelsis Deo; Gloria in Excelsis Deo.

... Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

CAROL 60 “Silent Night” Gruber

SHARING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST (As ushers light the candles on the end of each pew, please
pass on the light of Christ as you receive it from others. Turn your unlit candle into the one already
burning. Parents are asked to assist their children. Those who wish to keep their candle may do so.
Others may deposit them in the basket in the narthex upon departure.)

BENEDICTION The Word became flesh and lived among us
We have seen his glory, full of grace and truth.
Glory to God.
Glory to God in the highest!
And on earth, peace, to all. Amen!

*RESPONSE HYMN 40 “Joy to the World” (vs 1 & 4)





